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ABOUT  US
Meet Me in Govan is a community project run by
Invisible Cities (and is part of Invisible Neighbourhoods)
and Govan Community Project. The project consists of a
weekly walking group and is about bringing people
together with a focus on wellbeing and community
development in an active and sociable setting. 

We started working on this project in the Spring of
2022 and our first group walk took place on 27th July
2022. The walks are organised around six rotating
themes: housing, work, culture and community; youth
and education; immigration and languages; sports and
wellbeing. We meet every Wednesday at 10.30am and
leave from the Pearce Institute. Our Invisible (Glasgow)
guide Angie leads the walks and presents information on
each topic. 



Group members are encouraged to contribute to the walks
and to the conversation and share their own experience on
those topics, learning from each other about the many
different personal histories lived in Govan. The cyclical nature
of the walk’s themes means that these personal stories can be
incorporated into subsequent cycles and form part of the
‘living history’ of the project. “Meet me in Govan” is not only
for Govanites but for anyone interested in exploring this area. 

Our walks are part of Paths for All Health Walks: a network of
walking groups which gets people walking together in their
local area in an accessible way. Participants meet new friends,
gather information about the area, local organisations,
businesses, and social enterprises that support individuals and
the whole society. We hope the walks can be useful for
people who are new to Govan as well as longer term
residents, so we have been including information and visits to
connect people with local organisations. As well as visiting
local sites, we have also been joining in with activities in the
Govan calendar. 



History: To use history, past and present to chart the changing
human and natural landscape of our area.  

Oral History and Archive: To use our stories and archives to
chart how our place and community has changed.

Inclusive Interpretation: To use oral history to create an
attractive range of resources that will be accessible to
everyone.

Community Resilience: To improve community resilience by
providing opportunities for training and resources for the
diverse local community.

OUR  OB J EC T IV ES  

To improve our understanding and appreciation of the
heritage, diversity of our people and our landscape. 

To enhance our community’s cohesion, resilience, and
sense of place.

OUR  A IMS



Since the start of the project the walks have been
continuously developing and evolving. As well as a
place to walk and discuss the history of Govan, it has
also become a place for meeting people and seeing
what Govan has to offer. 

We have built new relationships with local people, we
have brought a new way of socialising with education,
we have helped participants to build their confidence
and open themselves to share experiences and feelings
with others. Finally, we have introduced local
organisations that can be accessed for support, advice,
and help. 

WHAT  HAS  HAP P ENED  S INCE  WE  S TAR T ED…



We have developed good partnerships with local
organisations in Govan. Our partners support the
walks through spreading the word to their
communities and local people, connecting us to
interesting local history and local events. In turn we
include these organisations on our walks, either
visiting them or signposting their services. 

Some of the organisations we have built partnerships
with are Gilded Lily, Sunny Govan Radio, Govan
Housing Association, GalGael, The Portal Arts, The
Moogety Garden , and many others. Some
organisations have brought their community groups
along to our walks. This is something we hope to
develop further.

For people to follow
our updates, we have
created a Facebook
page including all
important information..
Every week we share
pictures taken during
the walks, tagging
places we visited along
the way. 



Several of our group members have also completed
Walk Leader Training , which is offered by Paths for All.
This training informs the leaders about the importance
of walking and how to make walks enjoyable, accessible,
and safe. We hope that more volunteers will take part in
this next year.

We welcomed community group members from the
Central and West Integration Network who really
enjoyed the walk. 



figures 

participants 

places
                       have been visited including: Elder Park,
Dry Docks, Moorepark the Wine Alley, Glasgow Science
Centre, Glasgow Tower, Mary Barbour Statue, Govan
Shipbuilders Gallery, and many others.

  adults and           children joined our walks

Organisations
We have worked with            local organisations, such as
Gilded Lily, The Portal Arts, Sunny Govan Radio, GalGael,
The Moogety Garden, Make Do and Grow
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We are aiming to recruit a small number of volunteers at
the beginning of next year. They will be given proper
training by the Govan Community Project and our project
“Meet me in Govan” will be fully introduced. We have
created three volunteer positions for anyone interested in
joining us. These volunteering roles will improve long-
term sustainability of the walks as well as offering personal
development opportunities for people in the local area. The
positions are Walk Marshal, Walk Leader and Research and
Journal Writing. 

volunteering opportunities

WHAT  OUR  FU TUR E  HO LDS. . .



The Marshalling Role will involve supporting the operating of the walks
through setting up and helping guide the walks. The marshals will allow us
to cater for people with diverse needs and abilities on the walks, as they
will be able to support people who, for example, need to walk at a slower
pace or take a shorter route. The marshalling role will be suitable for
people with more limited English language skills, which is an objective of
the GCP volunteering strategy. 

The Walk Leader Role will more formally guide the group, mapping an
appropriate route, pointing out sites of interest and inviting discussion
among group members. It is possible that volunteers might begin in a
marshalling role and take on walk leader responsibilities as they grow in
confidence. 

The Research and Journal Writing Role is about further research about the
Govan area for each walk theme and writing a small journal. The aim of
this research is giving walk participants good and interesting information
for every walk. Keeping a small journal with pictures from walks will help
us to have a proper record of this community project that people can
read on websites (available on Invisible Cities and Govan Community
Project). 

volunteering roles



training
Training is required to increase the skill set of participants in our
project. These include:

Data Collection and
Heritage Mapping

Communication and Presentation Skills

Easy Journal Writing

Tour Guiding 
and Storytelling

 



working with the community

We will be in direct contact with the whole community: local social
enterprises, local schools, colleges, and other educational
institutions to spread the word about our volunteering
opportunities for the project and to  invite them to the weekly
walks. We want to continue bringing people from Govan’s diverse
communities together and hope to achieve this through continued
partnerships with local community groups, as well as promoting
the group more generally and creating referral pathways through
health professionals and community link workers. 

Glasgow Clyde College focuses on BSL (British
Sign Language) and we would like to offer
those students this brilliant opportunity to
provide BSL support for walk participants who
have this kind of disability. This would improve
the inclusivity and make our walks accessible
for Deaf people to attend. 



what our plan is:

Create a diverse story of Govan and a
sustainable ongoing archive

Work to develop imaginative narratives
about our changing landscape and
people

Develop a community connection and
sense of place



These walks are part of the ‘Invisible Neighbourhoods’ project,
which aims to highlight the history of areas of the city that people
might not otherwise visit, we hope they will form a self-guided
resource people can use and contribute to on an ongoing basis. We
look to explore some options for this but hope to have a digital
resource that can be continuously updated.

conclusion

We are very proud of what we have achieved since the start of our
“Meet Me in Govan” walking group. We believe it has a positive
impact on the community as people can share their experience,
feelings, and stories. The project has grown into a supportive group
in which we have created a safe space for everyone who joins to
feel homely and have their opportunity to speak. 



What our walk leader Angie says:

“I really enjoy these walks as I can meet nice and interesting people.
I can tell everyone about the local places and support they might
access, for example the craft classes in Gilded Lily of The Portal Arts,
the new garden in GalGael as well as the local Sunny G Radio.”

What our walk participants say:
“I wanted to personally thank you for this incredible project'. I have participated in three guided tours
throughout Govan, and I have very much enjoyed them all.  Not only do these tours educate people about
this, sometimes mislabelled part of Glasgow, but they also connect people and create a wonderful
community of people, who perhaps do not believe in labels and biases. Your tour guide was very
engaging, and I have enjoyed listening to her authentic stories.

In addition, I really enjoyed sitting together with tea/coffee and biscuits and discussing what we had seen
prior. I have to say I was hugely impressed by the great structure of the whole concept. 

Simona

I have really enjoyed learning so much about my local area, having only moved here fairly recently.
Through the walks, I feel much more part of this community, and much better informed about local
community projects and events.

I have also found that the walks have been beneficial for my physical and mental health. Additionally, I feel
safer and more comfortable walking in a group.  I have met so many friendly, supportive people through
the groups.  I love having a wee chat (and biscuit!) after the walk -   I find this is a good way to make
new friends locally. 

I think these walks are also a great way to learn about local history, education, housing, industry, and
community. And they also inspire us to think about ways in which we can work communally to 
improve our area and encourage community spirit." 

Wendy



“The Invisible Neighbourhood – Meet Me in Govan walk was a lovely experience, easy enough walk and a
good pace visiting some interesting sites that I previously was not aware of. 

Angie, the tour guide, was great at providing info & fun facts on the places we walked around. I would highly
recommend this walk to anyone who is looking to find out more about Govan & meet new people, everyone
is very friendly & helpful. 

It was also really nice to sit down with the walking group after the walk & have tea/coffee & a chat about
future walks & other potential routes/places to walk by." 

Amanda, Gilded Lily



how to reach us
Michaela Ditrichova- Invisible Cities

michaela@invisible-cities.org, 07828546388

Aileas Pringle - Govan Community Project
aileas@govancommunityproject.org.uk, 07767417765 

@meetmeingovan

Thank You!


